Uiittel the Papsivmik RediKJion Act of 1S95, no persons ate i««niiie<i to resfsomi 



Request 
for 

Continued Examination (RCE) 
Transmittal 

Addrsss to: 
Mat! Stop RCE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
\ Aiex3ndfta. VA 1450 



Appioved fo! use through 07/31?20{36 OMB 0651^31 
U.S. Patent «r.d Ttadema* Office: U.S. oePARTMENTOFCOWtWteRce 
I coHeetion of iiiformation tintess it contains a valirf <MB oontmi nomte i . 



Application Number 
Fiiing Date 



First Named Inventor 



ArtU^ift 

Examiner Name 
Attorney Pocket Number 



21 January 2004 
Kt3 Sliverbrook 



2853 

Larn S Nguyen 



This !S a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 of the above-identified appNcatJon, 

Request for ContifRietf Examination (RCE) practice unciei 37 CFR 1.114 does not appty to any utility or plant applKalioo filed ptlof to June 8 
1995, or to anv ctesign application. See Instruction Sheet for RCEs (not to t>e submitted to the USPTOj on paqe 2 



[Subm^^^^^ Note: If the RCE is proper, any previously filed unentered amendmetits atid 

amendments enclosed with ths RCE will be entered in ttie order in which ttiey were filed unless applicant instructs ottiervvise. If 
applicant does not wish to have any previousiy filecj unentereci amencimervtcs) entered, applicant mu$i feque^ non-entry of such 
afnendment{s) 

a 171 ^''^'i'^'-'siy submitted it a final Office acticn is Oi.:;.st«ny;;-.;3. any amendments flied after the final Office action maybe 
! — I considered as a submission even (f this box is not checked. 

^ [Zl Consfder the arguments in the Appeaf Brief or Reply Brief previowsfy filed on 

li n other 



i. Amendment<'Rep!y 
ti. [""] Affldavit(s)/ Deciaratfon{s) 
2. I Misceiianeous] 



iii. EH irffomistfon Oisctosure Statement (lOS) 
□ Other 



Suspension of action on the above-ident:-;- 

period of months. {Pern-Kl ot ;-,iiv,t.N 

Other 



1 03(c) for a 
; f R 1,17© required) 



b, □ 

[ Fees] The RCE fee under 37 CFR 1 .17(e) is required by 37 CFR 1 .1 1 4 when the RCE is fifed. 

SThe Director is hereby aiithoreed to charge the foitowng fees, any underpaymenf of fees, or credit any overpayments, to 
Deposit Account No. 5040'^ . i have enclosed a duplicate copy of this sheet. 

i. 0 RCE fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 

ii Q Extension of time fee <37 CFR 1,136andl.l?) 

iii. Other 



□ 

Payment by credit card (Form pto-2038 enciosed) 



SIGNA JURE OF APPUCANT, A TTORNEY, OR AGENT REQUIRED ) 


Signature i 




Name (Pfint;Typs) 




Re.qistration No. i 


CBRTIFiCATE OP MAILING OR TRANS MISSION 


i hereijv certdv ttiaf ftiis oorresportdertce )s tcing dapoaiteci vmtt tfte Unrted States Posiai Se^'ice vAih au 
adtltessad to: Mail Stop RCE, Commissbnei (or Paletits, P. O. Box 14S0, Atexanrifis, VA 22:31 :3.M50oi 




Signature! 




Name (PtwATypa) 


1 Date 1 



This cotlsctloft of Infof Walton Is retjulred by 37 CFR 1.114. The mtfitfnsAkm is tetjuired to obtain or letaiti a benefit by the ptitaiic wttlcii is to fife {and by lt» USPTO 
to process) an application. Confidenttality is governed by 35 LI.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1,14, This cotleciion is estimated to take 12 minutest© complete, 
indudmg gathering, preparing, and submitting the connpletetj application form to the USPTO. Time will vaty depending upon tf^e indwiduat case. Any comments on 
the aniount of time you rectuire to complete this forni and.'or sttggefiitions for reducing tt»ia burden, sttould be sent to tiie Chief Infonnafion CSficer, U S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Depaftinunt of Coniimoe, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1'lSO. OO NOT SEND f=£es OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEMD TO: Mail Stop RCE, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1460, 
If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800~PTO~dl99 snd select option 2. 



Appioved fo! use through 07/31f20{36 OMB 06S1-0031 
U.S. Patent «nd Ttadema* Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMWteRCg 
Under ffi« Papervio* Reduction Act of 13@S, no persons ads retiuired to nesponet to a coSsction of information tinfoas it coBtainii » vatid C*1B control nuniber. 



Instruction Sheet for RCEs 

(not to be submitted to the USPTO) 



NOTES: 

An RCE is not a new applfcatfon, and filing an RCE wiil not result in an application being accorded a new filing 
date. 

Filing Quaiificattons: 

The application must be a utility or plant application filed on or after June 8, 1995. The application cannot be a provisional 
application a utility or plant appficatton fiied before June 8, 1995, a design application, or a patent under reexamination. See 

37CFR 1 ll-Ke). 

Filing Requifements: 

PrQS&cution in th& application must b& closed. Prosecution is dosed if the application is under appeal, or the last Office 
action is a final action, a notice of allowance, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application {e.g., an Office 
action under Ex pane Quayh). See 37 CFR 1.114(b). 

A submission and a fee am required at Hie time the RCB is rtied. If reply to an Office action under 35 U.S C. 132 is 
outstanding (e.g., tiie application is under final rejection), the submission must meet tiie reply requirements of 37 CFR 1 .1 11 . If 
tiiere Is no outstanding Office action, the submission can be an Informaton disclosure statement, an amendtnent, new 
arguments, or new evidence. See 37 CFR 1.114(c). The submission may be a prevtotjsly filed amendment (e.g., an 
amendment after finsf rejection). 



WARNiNOS: 



Request for Suspension of Action: 

All RCE filing requirements must be met before suspension of action is granted, A request for a suspension of 
action under 37 CFR 1.103(c) does not satisfy the submission requirement and does not permit the filing of the 
required submission to be suspended. 

improyer RCE wtH NOT toll Any Time Period: 

Befisre Af^teaf - If the RCE is improper (e.g., prosecution in the application Is not dosed or the submission or 
tee has not been filed) and the appficatton is not under appeal, the time period set forth in the iast Office action 
wili continue to run and the application wili be abandoned after the statutory time period has expired it a reply to 
the Office action is not timely fiied. No additional time will be given to correct the improper RCE. 

Under Appeal - if the RCE is improper (e.g., the submission or the fee has not been fiied) and the application is 
under appeal, the improper RCE is effective to withdraw the appeal, Withdt-awa! of the appeal results in the 
allovvfance or abandonment of the application depending on the status of the claims. If there are no allowed 
claims, the appSication is abartdor'.ed. If there is at least one allowed claim, the application wiil be passed to issue 
on the allowed claimts). See MPEP 1215,01 . 



See MPEP 70S.07{tt) for further information on the RCE practice. 
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